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and probably a sponge. Now, of these species it was found
by Mr. Salter that five were certainly and three doubtfully
common to the Lower Silurian rocks of Canada and the
United States, while four might be called representatives of
American forms.

Seeing, then, that the geological horizon of the fossiliferous
rocks could now be so satisfactorily fixed, with what series
elsewhere were the underlying red sandstones and conglome-
rates to be compared ? Far down beneath the base of the
fossiliferous Lower Silurian rocks of Wales, in the vast mass

SHELLS FROM THE LIMESTONE OF THE NORTH-WEST HIGHLANDS.

1 and 2. Maclurea Peachii.   3. Operculum of same.   4. Ophileta compacta.   5, Onco-
ceras, sp.   6. Orthoceras (like a Canadian species).

of strata to which the Geological Survey had restricted the
term Cambrian, there lie thick zones of red grits and con-
glomerates, to which the Sutherlandshire strata might well
be likened. It is true that in Wales no such break or dis-
cordance occurs between the Silurian and Cambrian rocks.
The two series pass insensibly into each other. But then
in these northern mountains it was apparent from the fossil
evidence that the true base of the Silurian system did not
occur. A portion of the series, represented elsewhere by
the Lingula Flags, and perhaps by other subdivisions, wasgreater part of the moun-
